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Pentecost Fire—a Message from Pastor Bruce 

Acts 2:1-3:  When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in 

one place.  And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a 

violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.  Divided 

tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them.   

OSLC and the Reopening of 

Some Churches 

W here does OSLC currently 
stand regarding the idea of 

resuming in-person worship now 
that the CDC, our Governor, and the 
MN Dept of Health are allowing 
limited in-person worship 
gatherings?  Good question.  The 
short answer is that we have no 
immediate plans to change anything 
in the way we are currently being 
and doing church.  Yes, our building 
remains closed.  But our church is 
very much open because our church 
is our people! 

Keep in mind that “allowing” limited 
in-person worship is NOT the same 
as encouraging or recommending it.  
Keep in mind that these allowances 
are concessions to certain pressures, 
including from some Church bodies 
which have negotiated these 
allowances with the Governor.  Our 
ELCA and local Synods of our ELCA 
are not among these other Church 
bodies.  OSLC is not suddenly 
changing course because we are 
technically allowed to.  We continue 
to take this slowly and cautiously.   

(Continued on page 2) 

O n May 23 my wife and I had 

an evening fire in our 

backyard fire pit.  We burned half 

of our Christmas tree which I 

recorded on my phone.  It burned 

bright and hot.  Afterward I 

thought we could include some of 

that image in our worship for 

Pentecost Sunday.  The fire 

reminded me of Pentecost. 

As if the fire of this coronavirus 

continuing to burn wasn’t 

enough, little did I know that the 

week leading up to Pentecost 

would be a week of fires of 

another kind.  Fires right here in 

our Twin Cities backyard.   Fires 

seen and heard around the world. 

First there was the fire of the 

death of George Floyd.  An 

unarmed black man, a white Mpls 

police officer knelt on his neck 

Monday evening, pinning him face 

down on the street against the rear 

wheel of a squad car.  Three other 

officers were present as he pleaded 

“Please, please, please, I can’t 

breathe.” He eventually went 

unconscious and his body went 

limp.  He died shortly thereafter at 

HCMC hospital. 

Please be clear, I am not anti-law 

enforcement.  We have a number 

of active or retired officers at 

OSLC. (And at Grace in Andover 

where I previously served.)  They 

are fine individuals and fellow 

church members.  Just like most 

clergy or most teachers or most of 

whatever group, most law 

enforcement officers do an 

outstanding job.   They are ready 

to put their lives on the line for 

me and you day in and day out.  I 

thank them for their service. 

But the coronavirus is not the 

only deadly virus in the world.  

There are also viruses in the 

world of a spiritual, moral nature.  

One is racism/white supremacy.  

The death of George Floyd 

happened on 38th and Chicago in 

south Mpls, just one block from 

Calvary Lutheran Church where I 

served as interim pastor in 2017.  I 

was present the next day at 38th & 

Chicago Ave with my clergy 

collar on.  With other clergy (and 

many church people, including 

from Calvary), I joined a very 

peaceful rally and march to 

protest his needless death.  His 

death was more than a tragedy.  It 

was yet another manifestation of 

the virus of racism that continues 

to infect our world.  It’s woven 

into the fabric of our society.  It 

infects all our institutions from 

law enforcement to education to 

politics to the workplace to our 

(Continued on page 2) 
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F aith is better understood as a verb than as a noun, as a process than as a 
possession. It is on-again-off-again rather than once-and-for-all. Faith is 

not being sure where you’re going, but going anyway. A journey without maps. 
[As theologian] Paul Tillich said ... doubt isn’t the opposite of faith; it is an 
element of faith. —Frederick Buechner  

We continue to listen to what 
science and medicine and health 
officials are actually recommending 
and encouraging.  We continue 
listening to and being in 
conversation with our Bishop’s 
office and other local ELCA 
congregations.  We will continue to 
discuss this within our pastoral 
staff and with our Council leaders.  
(Our next Council meeting is June 
11.)  We have considered the 
possibility of holding worship 
services in the parking lot at some 
point in the summer.  But this is 
not a plan, just a consideration. 

In my mind, there is wisdom to 
wait and see what happens in 
coming weeks as MN’s economy 
opens up further and as some 
churches resume limited in-person 
worship.  I’m not interested in the 
people of OSLC testing the waters 
to see if things are safe.  Experts say 
there can be a delay of some weeks 
between increased public activity 
and contact and a rise in infections.  
But it’s also possible there could be 
a temporary summer pause or 
decline in infections for whatever 
reason.  But without a vaccine, 
experts say only a small percentage 
of our population has been infected 
so far.  They say this fall and winter 
will likely see a surge…if not 
sooner.  Time will tell. 

There are pros and cons with 
everything.  But the checklists 
involved with safely resuming any 
level of in-person worship at a time 
when infections and deaths from 
Covid continue to rise in MN are 
complicated and fraught with 
concerns.  Everyone’s safety 
remains our top concern and 
priority as your pastoral staff and 
your elected leaders.  But we will 
continue to review the situation 
and all options.  Please see the 
latest updates on our website, in 
our weekly emails, and from our 
monthly newsletter.  And thank 
you again for your understanding 

(OSLC and the Reopening of Some Churches 

continued from page 1) 

healthcare system.  (Why do you 

think poor communities of color 

have more health problems and 

are therefore more vulnerable to 

Covid-19?)  It infects the Church.  

It infects our own hearts, even in 

subtle ways. 

Tragically, we’ve also had literal 

fires burning in the aftermath of 

Floyd’s death.  The Mpls Police 

Dept 3rd Precinct and many other 

buildings and businesses have 

been burned, destroyed, looted.  

They include minority-owned 

businesses.  They include stores 

that low income people, including 

people of color, depend on for 

groceries and other necessities.  

The fires and destruction spread 

to St. Paul and to other cities 

across the nation.  This is a 

tragedy in and of itself.  But it’s 

also a tragedy because it 

completely detracts from the 

death of George Floyd.  Floyd’s 

girlfriend, family and so many 

peaceful protesters completely 

condemn these acts of senseless, 

violent destruction.   

Pentecost fire is the fire of the 

Spirit given to empower us to 

stand up, speak out, and work to 

make a difference in the world, 

starting in our own backyard.  

That’s where the first disciples 

started.  Like them, in Christ’s 

name we are called to seek healing 

in a world with spiritual and 

moral viruses.  We cannot do this 

in our own strength.  We need the 

power of the Holy Spirit.  We 

need each other in Spirit-infused 

community that actively seeks to 

make our corner of the world a 

better and safer place for 

everyone.  Pray with me for 

healing in our community and 

across our land.   

– Pastor Bruce   

(Pentecost Fire continued from page 1) 

Virtual Series Wednesdays, June 10 and 24; July 8 and 22; Aug. 5 and 19 

6:30-6:45 p.m. on Facebook and YouTube 

This chapel-based music series will 
bring the warmth and beauty of the 
chapel right into your home! On six 
Wednesday nights throughout the 
summer, we’ll be broadcasting 6:30- 
6:45 p.m. on Facebook and YouTube, 
both accessible through our website 
(oursaviourslc.org). Two will feature Organist Judy Blomgren, two will 
feature Director of Music & Worship Arts Jennifer Thurman, and two will 
feature special guests, The Preacher’s Daughters!    

Summer Music Series at the Chapel (virtual) 
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Sunday 

 Worship | 10:00 a.m. 
Prelude at 9:55—Blended 
worship with organ and band on 
Facebook Live and YouTube 

Monday 

 Devotions w/Glenndy |  9:00 
a.m., on Facebook Live 

Tuesday 

 Devotions w/Leisha | 9:00 a.m., 
on Facebook Live 

 OSLC Kids, 10:00 a.m., on 
Facebook Live 

Wednesday 

 Devotions w/Maria | 9:00 a.m., 
on Facebook Live 

Thursday 

 Devotions w/Bruce, 9:00 a.m., on 
Facebook Live 

Friday 

 Coffee w/Kate|9:00 a.m., on 
Facebook Live 

Saturday 

 Devotions w/Jennifer|9:00 a.m., 
on Facebook Live 

Virtual Happenings 

Staff Contact List 

Let us know how we can help. While the 
staff will not be in the office on a regular 
basis, we will be working at home, 
checking emails, and checking voicemail 

remotely. Phone # 763-434-6117  

Pastoral Staff 

Pastor Bruce Arnevik, ext. 129 
barnevik@oursaviourslc.org 

Deacon Glenndy Ose, ext. 113 
gose@oursaviourslc.org 

Pastor Maria Pederson, ext. 112 
mpederson@oursaviourslc.org 

Music Staff 

Jennifer Thurman, Director of Music 
& Worship, ext. 119 
jthurman@oursaviourslc.org 

Julie Stitt, Director of Handbells 
juliestitt@comcast.net 

Eeva Savolainen, Director of 
Celebration Choir 
erksavolainen@gmail.com 

Program Staff 

Kate Roettger, Director of Children & 
Family Ministry, ext. 116 
kroettger@oursaviourslc.org 

Leisha Tays, Director of 
Confirmation & Youth Ministry 
ext. 131, ltays@oursaviourslc.org 

Support Staff—Operations 

Administration Team 

Jan Green, Publications Secretary 
ext. 122, jgreen@oursaviourslc.org 

Michele Kolodjski, Administrative 
Assistant/Technical Support, ext. 111 
mkolodjski@oursaviourslc.org 

Lori Vickstrom, Lead Housekeeper 
ext. 133, lvickstrom@oursaviourslc.org 

Kim Fread, Bookkeeper, ext. 135 
kfread@oursaviourslc.org 

Nancy Carpenter, Administrative 
Assistant, ext. 121 
ncarpenter@oursaviourslc.org 

Preschool Staff 

Lissa Clair, Director of Preschool 
ext. 123, lleebens@oursaviourslc.org 

KidShine 

The last day of Kidshine Sunday 
school opening and Sunday school 
in your living room, is June 7.  

Virtual Blessing of the Bicycles  

is June 7 

Be sure to send a picture of yourself 
on your bike with a helmet to 
jgreen@oursaviourslc.org by June 3.  

OSLC Preschool 

Our Saviour’s Preschool still has 
openings for the 2020-21 school 
year. We offer morning classes for 
ages 3-5, with an extended day 
option. Please contact Lissa, 
lleebens@oursaviourslc.org or 763-
434-6117 ext. 123, with questions,  
or to schedule a tour!   

Where to find event details: 

 The website, oursaviourslc.org & oursaviourslc.org/connecting-with-you 

 Facebook page, facebook.com/OurSavioursLutheranChurch 

 Online calendar, mychurchevents.com/calendar/57810777  

Following is a typical week’s schedule: 

For the Younger Kids 

 Beaming Books—Tune in on Thursdays at 10:00 a.m. CDT for a weekly 
storytime with Beaming Books' authors and staff. Storytime will be 
posted on www.beamingbooks.com  

 Plan as a family to read the Bible in one-year—Find comfort in the 
words of the Bible. A printable, one-year Bible reading plan is available 
which offers readings, prayers, and activities for each month in the 
year. The link is at ms.beamingbooks.com/downloads/
Bible_Reading_Plan_BeamingBooks.pdf. 

 Check out Beaming Books Activity and Resource page—

blog.beamingbooks.com/activities-resources  

Zoom Wapo—summer camp goes virtual 

Our Saviour’s youth will be participating in Zoom Wapo—June 29-July 3. 
Monday through Friday will include: 

 Alpha Wapo (2019-20 Grades 4-6) meeting on Zoom 10:00-11:30 a.m. 

 Beta/Ox Wapo (2019-20 Grades 7-12) meeting on Zoom 2:30-4:00 p.m. 

 All-Church Campfire via Our Saviour’s Facebook at 8:00 p.m. (everyone 
is invited for this!) 

What: Activities, Devotions, Prayers, Games and more! 

What are Children and Youth doing this summer? 

https://www.facebook.com/OurSavioursLutheranChurch/
https://www.facebook.com/OurSavioursLutheranChurch/
https://www.facebook.com/OurSavioursLutheranChurch/
https://www.facebook.com/OurSavioursLutheranChurch/
https://www.facebook.com/OurSavioursLutheranChurch/
https://www.facebook.com/OurSavioursLutheranChurch/
https://www.facebook.com/OurSavioursLutheranChurch/
https://www.facebook.com/OurSavioursLutheranChurch/
https://www.beamingbooks.com/
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Call Committee Update: 

A s a Call Committee we are continuing to move forward in the 
process.  Having received the names of six candidates from 

the synod, we have reached out to each of them to let them know that 
we plan to conduct first round interviews in mid June. 

In the meantime we are preparing for interviews by making sure we have questions to properly get to 
know candidates, plenty of dates and times to offer so that candidates can interview at a good time for 
them, and a good idea of each candidate's background prior to their interview. Our hope is to have 
everything in place and begin the next phase of this process by the week of June 15th.   

Thank you for your ongoing support and prayers through this process. It is greatly appreciated.   

Laura Welciek,  
Call Committee Chair 

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 
19001 Jackson St. NE 
East Bethel, MN  55011 

Phone:  763-434-6117 
Website: www.oursaviourslc.org 

Interim Pastor Bruce Arnevik 
Deacon Glenndy Ose 
Pastor Maria Pederson  
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Lego Group for All Ages 
Fourth Sunday of the month, 11:30 -
12:30 p.m. Find connection details at 
oursaviourslc.org/lego-group. 

All Church Netflix Parties 
Saturdays, June 6 and 20, 5:00-7:00 p.m. 
Find connection details at 
oursaviourslc.org/all-church. 

Luke Bible Study with Glenndy   

Mondays, June 1 and 15, 9:30 a.m.  
Find connection details at 
oursaviourslc.org/bible-study-and-
education/#Morning 

 

Pub Theology 

Monday June 15, 6:00 p.m., on Zoom. 
Contact Glenndy Ose, 
gose@oursaviourslc.org, for details. 

Under 55 Fellowship 

Virtual Game Night! 

Fri., June 12 , 6:00-9:00 p.m., for ages  
25-55. Get connection details at  
oursaviourslc.org/under-55. 

Divorce Support Group   

1st and 3rd Thursdays, 7:00 p.m. 
on zoom.com—details at 
oursaviourslc.org/support-groups/
#Divorce  

Virtual Happenings in June Virtual Adult Education: Let Your 

Life Speak – by Parker Palmer 

2nd and 4th Mondays beginning  
June 22, 7:00 p.m. on Zoom. The 
book is available from Kindle or 
Barnes & Noble. Find connection 
details at oursaviourslc.org/bible-
study-and-education/#Life  

“Telling stories from his own life and 
the lives of others who have made a 
difference, he [Parker Palmer] shares 
insights gained from darkness and 
depression as well as fulfillment and 
joy, illuminating a pathway toward 
vocation for all who seek the true 
calling of their lives.” 

https://oursaviourslc.org/lego-group/
https://oursaviourslc.org/all-church/
https://oursaviourslc.org/bible-study-and-education/
https://oursaviourslc.org/bible-study-and-education/

