
Plan to Resume Limited  
Indoor Gatherings 

At its September meeting, the Council 
approved moving forward with a plan 
to allow gradually resuming limited 
indoor gatherings in our church 
building sometime in the second half 
of October. 

Staff and Council are completing a 
“COVID-19 Preparedness Plan” 
required by the State prior to 
reopening. This will soon be posted 
for all to see.  

Remember, plans may need to 
change or be adjusted at any time, 
depending on what’s happening 
locally with Covid infection rates, 
including what’s happening in our 
local schools. 

Worship: 

 Virtual worship will continue 
indefinitely into the future 

 Outdoor parking lot worship may 
continue into October, depending 
on the weather. 

 Sunday indoor worship is targeted 
to begin the latter part of October, 
depending on local virus conditions. 
There would be two Sunday services 
at 8:30 and 10:15 (both identical 
traditional/contemporary blend) 
with a maximum of 75 people 
allowed per service, including 
worship leaders and volunteers; 
services will be 40 minutes long to 
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F 
irst of all, let’s not get hung up on the 
“perfect” language – “perfect love” and 
“perfection in love”.  As human beings 

created in God’s wonderful image, we are all flawed and imperfect in many 
ways – “saints and sinners” at the same time.  The way I understand this 
passage in 1 John is that it’s talking about the ideal or goal of how this love is 
to shape our lives and point of view.  Fear comes naturally for us as our 
human default.   And while certain kinds of love come naturally – i.e. romantic 
love, love for family and friends – the kind of love mentioned here in 1 John 
tends not to.  The Greek word translated as “love” is agape, which is divine 
love, unconditional love, love which takes action for the sake of others.   

The Greek word for fear in this passage is phobas which translates as fear, 
terror, dread.  You and I may have individual “phobias” about this or that, no 
matter how illogical they may be or may seem to others.  But there are real 
things in the world to fear, right?  And aren’t we particularly vulnerable to 
fear now?  There’s fear from the continuing threat of this pandemic and the 
massive unemployment, economic uncertainty, and threats to businesses 
related to it.  My oldest son is a graphic artist who designs for a major retailer.  
The company just laid off 15% of its employees at their corporate 
headquarters.  He survived that.  He thinks he’d survive a second round of 
layoffs, if there is one.  But you never know.  He has a wife and three young 
children who right now are dependent on his income alone.   

There’s fear for some that our country will not make forward progress 
now on real issues of racial equity and justice.  Fear for some from what’s 
been happening on our nation’s streets from peaceful protests to 
destructive riots to fears about crime and policing levels.  There’s fear for 
educators, parents, and students in how to get through the coming school 
year.  Fear from wildfires and hurricanes of massive proportion.  Fear 
within a nation experiencing great political division when we desperately 
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There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts  
out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and  
whoever fears has not reached perfection in love.   
(1 John 4:18)    

Join us for Worship 

 SUNDAYS AT 10:00 AM—Parking Lot Worship  
Bring a chair or blanket or worship in your car (tune in to FM 89.5) 

 SUNDAYS AT 10:00 AM—Virtual Worship 
Pre-recorded worship  premieres on Facebook (musical prelude begins 
at 9:55)and YouTube (10:15) 

 WEDNESDAYs AT 6:00 PM—Virtual Revelation Worship 
On Facebook and YouTube 

FEAR OR LOVE? 
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allow for a full hour between 
services; sign-up online or by phone 
will be required; all would be 
masked and those from different 
households would be seated at least 
6 feet apart; there will be live music 
but no congregational singing; 
people will commune with pre-
packaged elements where they sit. 
Stay tuned. 

 Wednesday night Revelation 
Worship is beginning the year 
virtually. We are in conversation 
about the possibility of offering 
Wednesday in-person worship 
later this fall. Attendance at this 
service has been largely tied to in-
person children, confirmation, and 
youth programming, most all of 
which is virtual right now. 
Wednesday nights have many 
components, so scheduling is 
complex as well. Stay tuned. 

Indoor Meetings:  
Beginning sometime in October, 
church and community groups, 
limited to 15 people max, may 
gradually resume limited gatherings 
inside the church building. 

 Groups will meet in the large 
Gathering Space, must maintain a 6 
foot distance between individuals, 
and all must wear masks. 

 Generally, only one group will 
meet in the building at a time. 

 Time of meetings will generally 
be limited to one hour to allow 
the possibility for two groups to 
meet per evening with a time gap 
between meetings. 

 All meetings must be scheduled 
through the church office. 

 Since some meetings may require 
the presence of a staff member in 
the building, such meetings 
cannot be guaranteed unless a 
staff presence is arranged in 
advance. 

More details on all the above will be 
available later. Pray for wise 
decisions. 

– Pastor Bruce 

(Indoor Gatherings continued from page 1) 

need a sense of national unity amidst all these things; and fear related to 
the results of the presidential election just weeks away.   

But because we are vulnerable to fear, we are vulnerable to being 
manipulated by fear.  Unfortunately, there are far too many people who 
are aware of this and attempt to do it.  It happens in some homes when 
abusive parents control their children through hurt and fear.  It happens 
in religious communities where leaders preach and teach a fear-based 
understanding of God, the world, and our neighbors.  It happens in 
nations when authoritarian rulers repress dissent and try to control their 
people through fear of imprisonment or execution.  It happens in our own 
country when political leaders try to get elected or re-elected by playing 
on people’s existing fears or creating new ones and, in the process, ignore 
facts and distort the full story.   (This is what so many political TV “attack 
ads” attempt to do…as if you didn’t know!)  

Our passage from 1 John declares, There is no fear in love, but perfect 
love casts out fear…Perhaps “perfect” here means that the source of this 
love is in God.  Just prior to this passage in verse 16 are the words, God is 
love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them.  
This is a love that the Bible says is more powerful than fear.  This is a love 
that is unconditional and not motivated by personal gain or profit.  This is 
a love that goes beyond emotion and seeks to act on behalf of what’s best 
for others and not simply what’s best for oneself. 

Because “fear works”, we are vulnerable to it.  Perhaps we’re even 
tempted to use it at times.  But as followers of the way of Jesus, we are 
called to a higher way.  This way is not sentimental.  This way is not 
weak.  This way requires courage and strength.  It is the way of love and 
compassion towards all our neighbors and towards ourselves.  And it is 
rooted in God’s own love for us and for the whole world.                       

 – Pastor Bruce 
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Call Committee Selects Final Candidate! 

T he Call Committee met with the Council on September 28 to give a 
presentation about the final candidate they are recommending to be 

called as OSLC’s new senior pastor!  Following that meeting, the Council 
met with the candidate in-person.  After formally endorsing the candidate, 
the Council will send a letter to the congregation.  The letter will share 
information about the candidate and announce a special congregational 
meeting to vote to extend a Letter of Call to this candidate.  Expect to 
receive this letter in the first part of October with a special congregational 
meeting to follow later in October!    – Pastor Bruce 

Grateful Generosity! 

T he theme of our fall stewardship emphasis is Grateful Generosity!  
Amidst this pandemic and concerns about financially sustaining our 
mission and ministry, this congregation has so far stepped up and given 

generously!  Thank you to all who have given as you’ve been able, even above 
and beyond to cover for those whose giving may have been impacted by 
economic hardship. 

Sunday, October 11 will be Commitment Sunday.  On that day you will be 
invited to submit an Estimate of Giving card for 2021. The card indicates your 
plan and is not a “bill” that will come due.  But your response will help the 
Council to budget for 2021.  

Thank you, Our Saviour’s, for your grateful generosity in 2020!   

– Pastor Bruce 
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Staff Contact List 
Let us know how we can help.  

While not all the staff are in the office on 
a regular basis, we will be checking 
emails and voicemail regularly. Phone 
#763-434-6117.  

Pastoral Staff 

 Pastor Bruce Arnevik, ext. 129 
barnevik@oursaviourslc.org 

 Deacon Glenndy Ose, ext. 113 
gose@oursaviourslc.org 

 Pastor Maria Pederson, ext. 112 
mpederson@oursaviourslc.org 

Music Staff 

 Jennifer Thurman, Director of Music 
& Worship, ext. 119 
jthurman@oursaviourslc.org 

 Julie Stitt, Director of Handbells 
juliestitt@comcast.net 

 Eeva Savolainen, Director of 
Celebration Choir 
erksavolainen@gmail.com 

Program Staff 

 Leisha Tays, Director of 
Confirmation & Youth Ministry 
ext. 131, ltays@oursaviourslc.org 

 Lisa Rykken Kastler, Interim Director 
of Children’s Ministry ext. 116, 
lrykkenkastler@oursaviourslc.org 

Support Staff—Operations 

Administration Team 

 Jan Green, Publications Secretary 
ext. 122, jgreen@oursaviourslc.org 

 Lori Vickstrom, Lead Housekeeper 
ext. 133, lvickstrom@oursaviourslc.org 

 Kim Fread, Bookkeeper, ext. 135 
kfread@oursaviourslc.org 

Preschool Staff 

 Lissa Clair, Director of Preschool 
ext. 123, lleebens@oursaviourslc.org 

Children’s Ministry Resources 
  Family devotional books are now available on Sundays, after the 10:00 

service, by the main building doors.  

 Online—LIKE the OSLC Children's Ministry Facebook Page at 
www.facebook.com/OSLCkidmin to see the online opportunities. 

Get-to-Know Lisa Rykken Kastler 
Lisa Rykken Kastler joined Our Saviour’s staff as the part-
time Interim Children's Ministry Director in late August, 
2020. Her love for people and Jesus (not in that order) are 
what defines her. Even though Lisa has spent 25+ years 
working in congregations, there has not been a year like 
2020 and there is no easy “push and play” ministry plan 
for children’s ministry during a pandemic.  

Please help Lisa with planning for Children's Ministry during this crazy time 
by filling out the Children's Ministry Family Survey and/or volunteering your 
time to help by filling out the Volunteer OSLC Children's Ministry Survey. Both 
forms may be found on OSLC web page, oursaviourslc.org/forms. Be sure to 
register your child for Children’s Ministry—form found on the same page. 

Children  A  Youth  A  Family 

Fall Faith Fun & Games 
Sun., Oct. 4, 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

Families: Children age 3 through grade 5 
and their grown-ups and siblings, are 
invited for an outdoor time of fun with 
games, and crafts. This will be a time for 
kids to gather, run, and play with their church friends. Grown-ups will be 
able to connect in an Adult Circle to share encouragement and best advice 
with others. Please sign up at forms.gle/yet7BfJWHVYCVtHW9.  

Falling Into Fun!  
Thurs., Oct. 15, 1:00-3:00 p.m. 
All ages are invited to fall into fun on this no-
school Thursday. There will be games, crafts, 
activities and more! Costumes are optional, masks 
mandatory when within 6 feet of other households. 
Make your own mask, popcorn hands, picture 
frame, painted rocks! Play some Plinko, Candy 
Corn Toss, sidewalk chalk, and more! Children in 

5th grade and under are required to have an adult on the property with 
them. Youth Group students (high school or college-age) and adults, you 
are invited to help out with a station. For planning purposes, please RSVP 
with the names of those planning to attend to Lisa OR Leisha, (contact info 
at right) by October 11. The cost is $5/student, $15 max/household.  

Virtual Baptism Class 

Sun., Oct. 4, at 11:15 am.  
If you would like to have your child baptized, please plan to be a part of the 
next baptism class being held on Zoom.com. To sign up, please contact Jan 
Green, 763-434-6117 ext. 122, or jgreen@oursaviourslc.org.  
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2020 Affirmation of Baptism Services 

Join the Choir 

T he Celebration Choir has 
resumed rehearsals via Zoom 

on Tuesdays, 7:00-8:00 p.m. Join the 
choir from the safety and comfort of 
your home and be part of exciting 
virtual choir projects! This is a great opportunity for new and returning singers 
to be part of the dedicated and welcoming music ministry at OSLC. Be a part 
of the second project. You can join even if you’re a snowbird, since rehearsals 
happen via zoom. Curious and want to talk to a current choir member? They’re 
here to help, just email Mark Kramm, Mark.kramm@comcast.net, or 763-257-3065; 
Priscilla Anderson, priscilla_anderson@q.com.  

Our Saviour’s Preschool still has 
openings for the 2020-21 school 
year. We offer morning classes for 
ages 3-5, with an extended day 
option. Please contact Lissa, 763-
434-6117 ext. 123, or lleebens@ 
oursaviourslc.org with questions, 
or to schedule a tour!   

OSLC Preschool 

D ue to the pandemic Affirmation of Baptism will be divided into six services with five to six 
confirmands and limited guests. Services will be held October 24 and 25. Please keep these 

young people in your prayers as they affirm the promises made for them at their baptism. 


