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MESSAGE FROM PASTOR KIRI SOLBERG

H

ello Our Saviour’s!
It has been quite a ride
to be part of your call
process, the congregational meeting,
and now to write to you in this
space for the very first time. I want
to extend my thanks for the work of
the call committee, the church
council, the staff and all of you in

CALLED TO SERVE
Pastor Kiri Solberg Called to Serve
as OSLC’s New Senior Pastor!
Sun., Oct. 18 was too cold for our
outdoor parking lot worship, but not
too cold for a special congregational
meeting! The meeting was
conducted by a handful of leaders
from inside the church while the
congregation gathered in vehicles in
the parking lot and listened via FM
transmitter. Following a brief
presentation about Pastor Kiri by the
Call Committee, people were invited
to submit written questions.
Questions were brought into the
building and responded to. Then
Pastor Kiri gave a brief greeting to
everyone from inside the building.
All voting members then voted by
written ballot. Ballots were collected
and counted before the meeting
ended. There were 115 YES votes
and 9 NO votes. It was a very
unusual but wonderful
congregational meeting, nonetheless!
Congratulations, Pastor Kiri!
Congratulations, Our Saviour’s!
Pastor Kiri begins her ministry at
OSLC on November 16.
– Pastor Bruce

the congregation for your faith in
the call process. Even though
parts of this process didn’t look
like other call processes I have
been a part of I can still say with
joy “It worked!” I can sit back at
this point and recognize the Holy
Spirit blowing through it all and
give thanks that I am in the right
place. It feels good to be entering
into ministry with you.
We will get to the point where the
first thing we talk about won’t be
the global pandemic of COVID-19,
but alas, we’re not there yet.
COVID is making an impact on all
of our lives, in both big and small
ways. We will tell our stories for
years to come. Let me start by
telling you one of mine. While
you could probably figure it out
with a little google searching, I’ll
just come right out and tell you it
was my 50th birthday this
September. Coming up to this
year I was thinking about ideas of
how I might want to celebrate. I
would have loved to invite
everyone I know to the brewery
my husband runs. I wanted to host
a fundraiser for a favorite

organization with some live music.
Lots of laughter, friends, a good
cause...you get the idea. And the
very thing that can’t happen
during COVID. Instead we spent
the weekend with just a few
friends who are in our “bubble” at
a friend’s cabin in Wisconsin. And
I have to say, even though it
wasn’t what I had pictured, it was
very good.
I’ve also had friends and family
overjoyed that I am diving back
into ministry. They’ve said they
want to come to Our Saviour’s,
they want to come for worship or
(Continued on page 2)

Join us for Worship
 SUNDAYS AT 8:30 OR 10:15 AM—Indoor Worship (see details pg 2)
 SUNDAYS AT 10:15—Streaming Worship
Streaming worship on Facebook (musical prelude begins at 10:10)
and is available shortly afterwards on YouTube and oursaviourslc.org
 WEDNESDAYS AT 6:00 PM—Pre-recorded Revelation Worship
On Facebook and YouTube

(Message continued from page 1)

be here for my installation. I would love nothing more than a packed
church filled with people we’ve known a long time and others whom
we’ve just met. But again, not going to happen. Not in that way, anyway.
No matter what it looks like, however, I trust that the celebration of our
time together will be good.
I know you have had disappointments, losses, and grief due to what’s
happening in our world right now. You haven’t been able to be present
with a loved one through their illness or even death like you might have.
You haven’t been able to celebrate your children’s milestones. You didn’t
get to take that trip, or grow your business the way you had envisioned.
So. Much. Loss.

Pastor Kiri (top) and with family

Life Event Classes
Online Baptism Class
Sunday, November 8, at 11:15 am.
on Zoom.com
Our Saviour’s offers Baptism
preparation classes for parents of
infants and for older children, as
well as for adults who have not yet
been baptized in the Christian faith.
To sign up, please contact Jan
Green, 763-434-6117 ext. 122, or
jgreen@oursaviourslc.org.

First Communion Prep Class
Sat., Nov. 21, 10:00-11:30 a.m., for
children and grown ups (1st grade
and up)
This will be a Saturday morning of
active learning for students who
would like instruction to take
communion. At least one grown up
with each child is expected. Please
register all students and grown ups
by Monday, Nov. 17. Must be
registered to attend. Find the
registration form on the OSLC forms
page: oursaviourslc.org/forms.
Questions? Contact Lisa Rykken
Kastler, 763-434-6117 ext 116 or
lrykkenkastler@oursaviourslc.org

This loss is ok to talk about. In fact it’s not just ok but it’s important to talk
about it. It’s ok to feel the pain because in feeling it it does something else: it
reminds us what’s important to us. This time gives us an opportunity as a
congregation. With each challenge, with each change we consider we will
keep discerning as a congregation what's important to us.
In this verse in Isaiah we see a landscape that feels pretty familiar right
now metaphorically. The wilderness. The desert. We know it. We feel it.
And yet the vision of God is one of hope.
“I am about to do a new thing;
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
I will make a way in the wilderness
and rivers in the desert.”
Our mission statement is Reaching Out with a Voice of Hope. We are
going to continue to fulfill our mission, even though it may not look like
we might have expected. We can count on God to do a new thing. We
can count on the spirit to be moving even at times we cannot perceive it.
Where we cannot see a way, God will make a way. When all we see is
desert, God will send water, enough water to make a river. Our
landscape is changed, it may look different, but it will be good.
I am so excited to start my ministry with you. A favorite thing of mine
will be meeting you and hearing the stories of your lives. I am excited to
learn about the witness of Our Saviour’s and the impact this church has
had in the community for nearly 150 years. And finally, I am honored to
be able to lead the conversations we will have about what it will mean to
be people of hope, people doing new things in the years to come.

Limited Indoor Sunday Worship Continues
Sundays at 8:30 & 10:00 a.m. - both services blended Traditional/
Contemporary worship
Services will be limited to 75 people, so registration is required by the
Saturday before worship. A registration link is available at oursaviourslc.org.
All the important details for Sunday indoor worship can be found HERE.
Keep in mind that indoor worship and meetings inside the building may
change at any time. The 10:15 worship will be livestreamed on Facebook
and will be available also on YouTube and at oursaviourslc.org.
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Turkey Basket Collection
Sun., Oct. 18 through Sun., Nov. 15
For Thanksgiving, Our Saviour’s Confirmation youth will be assembling
Turkey Baskets for North Anoka County Emergency (NACE) Food Shelf.
The goal is to assemble 30 complete baskets to provide Thanksgiving meals
for families in need. The list of items needed may be found at
oursaviourslc.org/confirmation-service.

Online Silent Auction

Staff Contact List
Let us know how we can help.
While not all the staff are in the office on
a regular basis, we will be checking
emails and voicemail regularly. Phone
#763-434-6117.

Nov 24, 5:00 p.m.–Nov. 25, 9:00 p.m.

Pastoral Staff



 Pastor Kiri Solberg, ext. 129
ksolberg@oursaviourslc.org
(beginning November 16)

Donations of items:
Oct. 25 – Nov. 22

Confirmation & Youth Ministries is hosting an online silent auction! All
proceeds will go toward Confirmation & Youth Ministries at Our Saviour’s.
The auction will take place online at: www.32auctions.com/OSLC2020. You
can view items as they are being added. Items can then be paid for and picked
up from Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church. To Donate: Please consider making a
donation of an item/basket/goods/etc. Those items should be dropped off at
Our Saviour’s during business hours by Nov. 22.

Our Saviour’s Preschool
Our Saviour’s Preschool has been back to school a little over a month and
things are going great! We are all so happy to be back to some kind of
normalcy. The children have been busy learning about fall and excited to
jump into the holiday season!! There are currently still a couple of openings.
If you know of someone looking for a Christian preschool, please have them
contact Lissa Leebens, 763-434-6117 ext 123 or lleebens@oursaviourslc.org.

Join the Choir in a Collaboration
The Celebration Choir invites all singers to join their last virtual song
project of the year. The choir will team up with the Carillon Handbells for
an awesome arrangement of Good People All (Wexford Carol) ! Join us for
this marvellous collaboration with Carillon Handbells. Rehearsals begin
(via Zoom) on November 10. For more info contact Eeva
at erksavolainen@gmail.com.

 Deacon Glenndy Ose, ext. 113
gose@oursaviourslc.org
 Pastor Maria Pederson, ext. 112
mpederson@oursaviourslc.org
Music Staff
 Jennifer Thurman, Director of Music
& Worship, ext. 119
jthurman@oursaviourslc.org
 Julie Stitt, Director of Handbells
juliestitt@comcast.net
 Eeva Savolainen, Director of
Celebration Choir
erksavolainen@gmail.com
Program Staff
 Leisha Tays, Director of
Confirmation & Youth Ministry
ext. 131, ltays@oursaviourslc.org
 Lisa Rykken Kastler, Interim Director
of Children’s Ministry ext. 116,
lrykkenkastler@oursaviourslc.org
Support Staff—Operations
Administration Team
 Jan Green, Publications Secretary
ext. 122, jgreen@oursaviourslc.org
 Lori Vickstrom, Lead Housekeeper
ext. 133, lvickstrom@oursaviourslc.org

2021 Estimate of Giving Cards
Have you submitted a 2021 Estimate of Giving card yet? These are
estimates of what you intend to give next year. They are not a pledge that
cannot be broken. But they do help the Council in budget planning. We
would be grateful if you would drop-off your card in person on Sunday
or mail it to the church office. Thank you for your Grateful Generosity!
– Our Saviour’s Stewardship Team
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 Kim Fread, Bookkeeper, ext. 135
kfread@oursaviourslc.org
Preschool Staff
 Lissa Clair, Director of Preschool
ext. 123, lleebens@oursaviourslc.org
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Living Nativity
Saturday, Dec. 19, 3:00 - 5:00 p.m.

T

his Christmas come and
experience the birth of Jesus
through live scenes at Our Saviour’s
Lutheran Church in East Bethel! This
drive-through adventure will let you
relive the story of Jesus’ birth with live
actors and animals in scenes from the
Nativity story. Cost: Freewill offering
and non-perishable food item for the
North Anoka County Emergency Food
Shelf (NACE).

2020 Saints

T

hese saints were remembered at the All Saints
worship service on November 1.

Vickie Blazer
Jack Munday
Fred Laing
Jack Leipzig
Tom Docken
Steve DiBenedetto
Wayne Dusterhoff

John Rystrom
Mary Rasmusson
Kenny Landborg
Shirley Langmade
Parker Peterson
Ryan Bakken
Lyle Langmade
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Marilyn Stager
Kirk Anderson
Keith Tryggestad
Odell Stave
Randi Savelkoul

