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Christmas at Our Saviour’s

SPECIAL EDITION

Living Nativity at OSLC
Sat., Dec. 19, 3:00-5:00 p.m.
This Christmas, come experience the
birth of Jesus through live scenes at
Our Saviour's. This drive-through
adventure will let you relive the story
of Jesus' birth with live actors and
animals in scenes from the Nativity
story. Christmas music recorded by the
bells, choir, and band will be playing
through the FM transmitter as you
enjoy this physically-distanced event.
Cost: freewill offering and/or nonperishable item for NACE Food Shelf.

Christmas Eve Worship—Thursday, December 24
2:30 p.m. - Band-led Christmas Eve Worship
4:30 p.m. - Traditional Candlelight Christmas Eve Worship
The Light shines in the darkness! Indoor in-person worship is suspended
due to the pandemic, so this year we'll celebrate the birth of Jesus together
via Facebook, YouTube, and oursaviourslc.org. Premiere times are listed
above - join us online then! If you need to worship later in the day, you can
do so on all platforms. If you need to worship earlier in the day or if online
is a challenge for you, all three services are available on a DVD, which you
can pick up at the Dec. 19 Living Nativity or the Dec. 23 & 24 Christmas
Together outdoor worship experiences (both described at right). Revel in
the beauty of fantastic music as we hear the Word proclaimed and marvel
that God has sent us a Savior!

Christmas Day Worship—Friday, December 25
8:30 a.m. - Christmas Day Worship with Holy Communion

Blue Christmas Worship
Thursday, Dec. 10 at 6:30 pm
We've all had a rough year, and Our Saviour's
acknowledges the pain and loss this year has
brought. Join us on the 10th for a special virtual
worship service dedicated to those who have lost loved ones and those who
are grieving or otherwise struggling. Worship together via Our Saviour's
Facebook page, YouTube channel, or the church website: oursaviourslc.org.

Christmas Together Outdoors
Wed., Dec. 23 at 7:00 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 24 at 2:00 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 24 at 7:00 p.m.
In addition to virtual worship, you’ll
have an opportunity to experience a
moment of Christmas Together at Our
Saviour’s - outdoors, of course! Gather
around the Christmas tree near the
front sidewalk of the church to hear
the story of Jesus’ birth, share a time of
prayer, and sing Silent Night.
Christmas Eve Worship Kits will be
handed out, which include everything
you need to worship at home, plus
some Christmas treats for the kids.
Physical distancing and masks are
required, and snow boots are
encouraged for this 15-minute worship
experience. Nothing can put a damper
on the holy beauty of Christmas!

Advent is Here and
We Want to See You!
. . . and we want to help you see
each other! Light a candle or an
Advent wreath, and take a picture
of yourselves with it. All
households are invited to send in a
photo, and we’ll use them in
worship during the season of
Advent. Think your household is
too small or too big? You’re
included! We’d love to see all ages,
too. So light a candle, take a picture,
and send it to Jennifer Thurman
at jthurman@oursaviourslc.org.
Submissions welcome through
December 13. We can’t wait to see
your faces!

Stories of Advent
Ever have that feeling you’ve missed
something along the way? That won’t
happen to you this Christmas! In
worship this Advent, we’ll hear many
of the stories that lead to Jesus’ birth
so when we get to Christmas, you’ll
know exactly how we got there.
Worship together to hear angelic
announcements of pregnancies
(plural!) and Mary’s song from Luke’s
gospel. Hearing of Jesus’ birth this
Christmas will be even more
meaningful when you’ve heard the
stories that lay the groundwork.
Worship together on Facebook,
YouTube, or oursaviourslc.org.

A Christmas Memory
We greatly miss our church family!
We miss seeing your faces and
hearing your voices. We would love
to have everyone be a part of
Christmas Worship, so we are asking
families (no matter how big or small)
to send in a short, 20-second video
about your favorite Christmas
tradition or memory. Please get them
in to Jennifer Thurman by Dec. 13.
Hope to see you in Worship!

The Church Is Alive and Well
A Message from Pastor Kiri

I

knew starting a new call during a pandemic would bring its
own challenges, but I certainly didn’t expect to be in
quarantine when I started! Nonetheless, looking back on my first few
weeks I am so thankful for the ministry that has been happening in and
through Our Saviour’s all through the pandemic, and for the staff,
leaders and technology that allows us to continue.
During my first two weeks (while in quarantine) I preached, held staff
meetings via Zoom, was part of several leadership team meetings and
wrote and responded to hundreds of emails already. What gives me
hope is that reaching out with a voice of hope and sharing Jesus’ love
HAS gone on, and will CONTINUE to go on at Our Saviour’s. This
discovery phase that I get to be part of, to learn who you are and what
makes up your hopes and dreams is a time that I cherish. In addition to
worship and regular leadership team meetings, I wanted to tell you a
little about how I’m getting started doing that.
I’m starting with the staff. I’ve already had a 15 minute meeting with
each staff person to learn about their job and what they do. Next we’re
going to move to faith stories. I’ll meet with each staff person for 30
minutes to hear about significant moments in their life of faith and
what makes them passionate about ministry. I’ll plan to have these
conversations with council leadership as well. And then we’ll move to
teams - both staff and lay teams. I’ll want to learn about their
dynamics along with what’s going well and what we might want to do
better. As the head of staff, nurturing a healthy and outstanding staff is
one of my key roles and I look forward to the ministry we will share
together.
Finally – I plan to host a series of virtual meet and greets! Starting in
January we’ll be holding a series of meet and greets with existing small
groups or other groups as we pull them together. I’ll send some
questions out in advance, but I will look forward to hearing from you
what’s meaningful about being part of the Our Saviour’s community.
And I’ll have a short time to tell you more about me as well.
It’s a busy but exciting time to be the church. As goes the saying: our
buildings may be closed, but the church is alive and well!
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What’s Happening
Quilt-a-Long
The Quilting Blocks in Stages quilt group will be
starting a Quilt-a-long. Each person will be making
their own version of the same quilt over the winter
months. Every two weeks directions will be sent
out for the next step via text message. Participants
can also take part in optional Zoom meetings as we
troubleshoot and cheer each other on. Zoom
meetings are at 7:00 p.m. on the 1st and 3rd
Tuesdays of the month. Basic quilt knowledge and supplies needed.
Contact the church office to sign up.

Items Needed to Borrow for the Living Nativity
Our Saviour's is looking to borrow the following items on Saturday,
December 19 for the Living Nativity: Tall patio heaters, straw bales
If you would be willing to lend any of those items to us just for the day,
please label them so we can get it back to you. We would greatly
appreciate it! Contact Jennifer Thurman at jthurman@oursaviourslc.org.

Staff Contact List
Let us know how we can help.
While not all the staff are in the office on
a regular basis, we will be checking
emails and voicemail regularly. Phone
#763-434-6117.
Pastoral Staff
 Pastor Kiri Solberg, ext. 129
ksolberg@oursaviourslc.org
 Deacon Glenndy Ose, ext. 113
gose@oursaviourslc.org
 Pastor Maria Pederson, ext. 112
mpederson@oursaviourslc.org
Music Staff

Life Events
Baptisms have been happening at Our Saviour’s in spite of the
pandemic; some in family’s backyards, some during parking lot worship
and some indoors after worship for family only. Always masked and
socially distanced. God’s spirit continues to flow through Our Saviour’s!

Baptisms
August 23, 2020
Luella Marie Martin

September 27, 2020
Eli Joseph Thompson

August 30, 2020
Macee Lynne Stassen

October 11, 2020
Rould Herman
Nestberg
Hjmeli G'Nora
Nestberg

September 13, 2020
Raymond Eugene
Sticht
Leland Robert Sticht
September 20, 2020
Aubree Danette
Miller

October 18, 2020
Lacee Jade Blaser

November 22, 2020
Perrin Christopherson
Walsh
December 6, 2020
Adalynn Mae
Dahmes
December 13, 2020
Ruby Kate
Fagerness
December 27, 2020
Colton Haasl

 Jennifer Thurman, Director of Music
& Worship, ext. 119
jthurman@oursaviourslc.org
 Julie Stitt, Director of Handbells
juliestitt@comcast.net
 Eeva Savolainen, Director of
Celebration Choir
erksavolainen@gmail.com
Program Staff
 Leisha Tays, Director of
Confirmation & Youth Ministry
ext. 131, ltays@oursaviourslc.org
 Lisa Rykken Kastler, Interim Director
of Children’s Ministry ext. 116,
lrykkenkastler@oursaviourslc.org
Support Staff—Operations
Administration Team
 Jan Green, Publications Secretary
ext. 122, jgreen@oursaviourslc.org
 Lori Vickstrom, Lead Housekeeper
ext. 133, lvickstrom@oursaviourslc.org

Stories Behind the Carols
Sunday, December 27 at 10:15 a.m.
Have you ever wondered about the origins of
your favorite Christmas songs and hymns?
Enjoy the songs of the season in this service
with Judy Blomgren & Jennifer Thurman and
hear the amazing stories behind the carols.
Worship together via Our Saviour's Facebook
page, YouTube channel, or the church website: oursaviourslc.org.
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 Kim Fread, Bookkeeper, ext. 135
kfread@oursaviourslc.org
Preschool Staff
 Lissa Clair, Director of Preschool
ext. 123, lleebens@oursaviourslc.org
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Join us for Worship
 SUNDAYS AT 10:15—Streaming Worship
Streaming worship on Facebook (musical prelude begins at
10:10)and is available shortly afterwards on YouTube and
oursaviourslc.org
 WEDNESDAYS AT 6:00 PM—Pre-recorded Revelation
Worship on Facebook and YouTube

A

nd she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth,
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
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